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The origin of Patriots Day: Truth and myth

by Roland Hallee

Listen my children and you shall hear/
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere/
On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-five/
Hardly a man is now alive/

Who remembers that famous day and year.

Those words from the Midnight Ride of Paul
Revere, the famous poem written by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow in 1860,
probably brought more confusion
about that infamous night than his-
tory remembers.

Longfellow’s poem was never
designed to be history and there
are few serious historians today
who would maintain that Revere
was anything like the lone-wolf
rider portrayed in the poem.

Paul Revere was baptized on
January 1, 1735, (probably born in
late December, 1734) and was an
American silversmith and a patriot
in the American Revolution.

He was celebrated after his

of the land route, while two lanterns would signal
the route “by water” across the Charles River. This
was done to get the message through to Charlestown
in the event that Revere and Dawes were captured.
Two lanterns were momentarily held to indicate that
the British soldiers were in fact crossing the Charles
River that night.

Also acting under Dr. Warren, Paul Revere
arranged for another rider waiting across the Charles
River in Charlestown to be told of the army's route
with lanterns hung in Old North
Church. To be certain the message
would get through, Revere rowed
across the river and started riding
westward himself. Later Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow's histori-
cally inaccurate poem "Paul
Revere's Ride" would focus entire-
ly on Revere, making him a com-
posite of many alarm riders that

night.
Riding through present-day
Somerville, Medford and

Arlington, Revere warned patriots
along the route, many of whom set
out on horseback to deliver warn-

death for his role as a messenger 1813 portrait of Paul Revere by ings of their own. By the end of the

just before the battles of Gilbert Stuart.

night there were probably as many

Lexington and Concord, and
Revere’s name and his “midnight ride” are well-
known in the United States as a patriotic symbol. On
the night of April 18-19, he and William Dawes
were instructed by Dr. Joseph Warren to ride from
Boston to
Lexington
A to warn
John Han-
cock and
¥ Samuel
- Adams of
| the move-
ments of the
British Ar-
my, which
was begin-
ning a
march from
Boston to
Lexington,
ostensibly
to  arrest
Hancock
and Adams,
and seize the weapons stored in Concord.

The British Army (known as the King’s Regulars)
had been stationed in Boston since the ports were
closed in the wake of the Boston Tea Party, and was
under constant surveillance by Revere and other
patriots as word began to spread that they were plan-
ning a move. On the night of April 18, 1775, the
army began its move across the Charles River
toward Lexington, and the Sons of Liberty immedi-

Paul Revere’s ride.

as 40 riders throughout Middlesex
County carrying the news.

Revere’s actual warning that night was “The
Regulars are coming out.” The famous “The British
are coming,” was never uttered by Revere because
many of the colonial residents were legally British
subjects.

Revere arrived in Lexington around midnight and
Dawes was about half an hour later. Adams and
Hancock were staying at the Hancock-Clarke
House, discussing plans of action. Revere and
Dawes were joined by Dr. Samuel Prescott on their
way to Concord, but were detained by British troops
in Lincoln. Prescott and Dawes escaped. Revere
was questioned and then escorted at gunpoint by
three British officers back toward Lexington.

As morning broke, and they neared the Lexington
Meeting House, shots were heard. The British offi-
cers became alarmed, confiscated Revere’s horse,
and rode toward the Meeting House. Revere was
horseless, and walked through a cemetery and pas-
tures until he came to Rev. Clarke’s house where
Hancock and Adams were staying. As the battle on
Lexington Green continued, Revere helped
Hancock and his family escape from Lexington.
Thus, the American Revolution was officially
underway.

The warning delivered by the three riders suc-
cessfully allowed the militia to repel the British
troops in Concord, who were harried by guerrilla
fire along the road back to Boston. Prescott knew
the countryside well, even in the dark, and arrived at
Concord in time to warn the people there.

Today, parts of the ride are posted with signs
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warn them.

Anna Hyatt Huntington, was erected in
Carmel, New York, in 1961.

men to Long Island Sound.

Washington.

The female Paul Revere

Sybil Ludington (April 5, 1761 - February 26, 1839) was a heroine of the American Revolutionary War;
known for her night ride on April 26, 1777, to alert American colonial forces, similar to that performed
by Paul Revere, only she rode more than twice the distance of Revere. She was 16 years old at the time.

She was the eldest of Henry Ludington’s 12 children and was often responsible for looking after her

_ _ younger siblings. On the night of April 26, 1777, she was putting
them to bed when her family received word that British troops
had begun burning Danbury, Connecticut, which was only 25
miles away. Her father’s troops were scattered over a large area
around the house, and Sybil convinced her father to let her ride to

Ludington’s ride started at 9 p.m. and ended around dawn.
She rode 40 miles, more than twice the distance of Paul Revere,
into the damp hours of darkness.
from the burning town. “Muster at Ludington’s
the farmhouses of the militiamen. She used a stick to prod her
horse and knock on doors. She managed to defend herself against
a highway man with her father’s musket. When, soaked from rain
@ ¢ 2 ¢ and exhausted, she returned home, most of the 400 soldiers were
A statue of Sybll Ludlngton sculpted by ready to march.

The men arrived too late to save Danbury. At the start of the
Battle of Ridgefield, however, they were able to drive General
William Tryon, then governor of the colony of New York, and his

She could see the sky aglow
’s” she shouted at

Sybil was congratulated for her heroism by friends and neighbors, and also by Gen. George

After the war, in 1784, Sybil married Edmund Ogden. They had one child, Henry. She was 77 years old
when she died on February 26, 1839, in Unadilla, New York. She is buried in Patterson, New York.
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War- and the birth of freedom- began on
that night of April 18, 1775.
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that sacrifice.
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ately went into action. At about 11 p.m., Revere was
sent by Dr. Warren across the Charles River to
Charlestown, on the opposite shore, where he could
begin his ride to Lexington, while Dawes was sent
the long way around, via the Boston Neck and the
land route to Lexington.

In the days before April 18, Revere had instructed
Robert Newman, the sexton of the Old North
Church, to send a signal by lantern to alert colonists
in Charlestown as to the troop movements. One
lantern in the steeple would signal the army’s choice

marked “Revere’s Ride.” The full ride used Main
Street in Charlestown, Broadway and Main Street in
Somerville, Main Street and High Street in
Medford, to Arlington center, and Massachusetts
Avenue the rest of the way.

For a long time historians of the American
Revolution, as well as textbook writers, relied
almost entirely on Longfellow’s poem as historical
evidence, creating substantial misconceptions in the
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