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This time of year is buzzing
with possibilities. The last spring
frost of the year most likely has
passed us by, clearing the way for
warm-weather plantings. And
although it’s a bit on the late side
for trees, shrubs, and peas, we
can be sure to plant greens, cole
crops, cover crops, carrots,
radishes, potatoes, onions, peren-
nials, flowers, and herbs with
abandon. To be on the safe side,
it’s always a good idea to wait
until after May 31, for tomatoes,
corn, squash, peppers, eggplant,
pumpkins, and the like. Unless
we have another freak late frost, I
would say, “Plant away after
Memorial Day!” 

If the weather continues to be
so dry, however, make sure any-
thing planted receives adequate
moisture. Drip irrigation systems
are preferable to a soaker hose,
since a large proportion of mois-
ture sprayed from a hose or sprin-
kler is lost through evaporation.
Watering at night will conserve
moisture by preventing water
from evaporating in the sun. I
noticed this spring that the trees
and shrubs I planted needed an
extra five gallons or so of water
per tree every other day in May.
Usually there is adequate of rain
this time of year- but this year,
like most years as of late, is a typ-

ical Maine spring; the one thing
you can count on is the weather

being unpredictable! Being pre-
pared for this challenge is one
way we can stay ahead of the
game. 

Unfortunately, there was little
most of us could do to prevent the
late heavy frost we received the
other week that followed a period
of record highs. This pattern
fooled many flowering shrubs
and fruit trees into blooming only
to be nipped by the frost. Though
this will mean little or no fruit
this year for the affected speci-
mens, we can take to heart that
hopefully this won’t happen
again next year. And if it does, it
may help to consider planting
cultivars that are late blooming,
frost tolerant, or extra hardy.
Most of our area is zone 4 (-20 to
-30 degrees F) with occasional
zone 5s (-10 to -20 degrees F).

Choosing a perennial plant,
shrub, or tree that is rated to grow
in the next zone down - zone 3 (-
30 to -40 degrees F), for instance
- will ensure a
plant’s hardi-
n e s s .
Remember, too,
that a heavy
snow pack
should act as a
blanket and
keep a plant
warmer than
if there is
low accu-
mulation; so
might a
h e a v y
mulch. 

One thing that certainly didn’t
mind the weather was the weeds.
These guys are public enemy
Number One in many gardens.
Any efforts to minimize them
early in the season before they go
to seed will help keep them at bay
throughout this growing season
and others. Cultivating, hand-
pulling, mulching, and growing
in raised beds and containers are
all earth-friendly ways to make
the job easier without resorting to
chemical herbicides. Undiluted
plain distilled vinegar works
wonders on the ones in the cracks
in the walkway and driveway.

Plus, it’s cheap, eco-friendly, and
safe to use around children and
pets. Give it a try. And if you’re
really adventurous, maybe you’ll
consider the possibility of raising
weeder geese in the garden.
Many folks pen them in the
strawberry patch until the fruit
forms. They eat the weeds, but

not the strawberry plants
- though it should be
noted that they love the
fruits as much as we do.
(Hence timing is impor-
tant with this particular
venture.) 
While you’re planting
seeds in the garden,
remember to grow some
plants that attract bene-

ficial insects. Most of these have
umbrella-like flowers such as
those found on dill, fennel, carrot,
caraway, valerian, angelica, and
Queen Anne’s lace. And don’t
forget to plant some edible flow-
ers like nasturtiums and delicious
herbs like basil. And for a change
of pace, try growing heirloom
and open-pollinated seed vari-
eties and save the seeds for next
year. Or try making a completely
new variety altogether by cross-
pollinating two different varieties
of the same plant that will cross,
such as cucumbers. Ah, the possi-
bilities of the late-spring garden!

Mother Nature continues to fool her delicate plants

by  Emily Cates

GARDEN
WORKS

Oakland Furniture Mattress Sale
12 Main St., Oakland • 465-3433

Mon. - Thurs. 9:00 - 5:30 • Fri. 9:00 - 6:00, Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

N o b o d y  D o e s  I t  B e t t e r !

Javasea

Twin Set $39995

Full Set $59995

Queen Set $69995

King Set $85995

Bristol

Twin Set $29995

Full Set $34995

Queen Set $39995

King Set $59995

S-Quilt

Twin Set $21995

Full Set $29995

Queen Set $35995

King Set N/A

Excellence

Twin Set $59995

Full Set $69995

Queen Set $79995

King Set $99995

C-Quilt

Twin Set $19795

Full Set $21995

Queen Set $27995

King Set N/A

Weeping Wisteria

Twin Set $74995

Full Set $89995

Queen Set $99995

King Set $1,19995

Albright

Twin Set $89995

Full Set $1,09995

Queen Set $1,19995

King Set $1,39995

Eurotop with LatexFirm

Innerspring Mattress Innerspring Mattress

Symbol

Twin Set $69995

Full Set $89995

Queen Set $99995

King Set $1,49995

Latex • Lowest Prices Ever
Symbol Elite

Twin Set $79995

Full Set $99995

Queen Set $1,09995

King Set $1,49995

Memory Foam • #1 Best Seller

Pillowtop

Oakland

Twin Set $59995

Full Set $64995

Queen Set $79995

King Set $99995

Memory Foam

Wakefield

Twin Set $35995

Full Set $49995

Queen Set $59995

King Set $79995

Pillowtop
Plymouth

Twin Set $25995

Full Set $34995

Queen Set $69995

King Set $59995

Firm

Major League Baseball Bar Stools and Recliners

10 Teams 
to Choose From

Order Your

Fathers Day

Gift T
oday! $11995

$49995

Bar Stools Recliners

FREE Delivery (30 Mile Radius) • FREE Removal • FREE Frame with Elite Bedding

It’s about what’s
inside…

What’s inside you!
A Y membership is a great opportunity to
make progress in your own way and move
your life upwards and onwards. Experience
the KV YMCA difference. Cut and clip this
ad and bring it to either location for a free
day pass. You DO belong at the Y!

KENNEBEC VALLEY YMCA
We build strong kids, strong families and strong communities

31 Union St., Augusta
626-3488

40 Granite Hill Rd., Manchester
622-96222

www.kvymca.org

Why the ?

Belgrade Canoes
and Kayaks

Rt. 27, Belgrade, ME
Call anytime

207-495-2005 

SALES
RENTALS
CANOES
KAYAKS

www.kayakandcanoe .com

hundreds
to choose

from

Self Storage / Available Units
5x5 – 5x10 – 10x15

LAUNDROMAT
AND STORAGE
8 am to 9 pm 7 days a week
SERVICES

■ WASH-DRY-FOLD
■ COMMERCIAL
■ PICK UP & DELIVERY

937 Route 3, South China • 445-3422

Boat Rentals
AT WILLOW BEACH

ON CHINA LAKE
2, 4 OR 8 HOUR RENTALS
• SMALL MOTORBOATS
• SAILBOATS
• CANOES
• KAYAKS

968-2421

Quiet, Waterfront, Family
CAMPING

1248 Cross Hill Rd., 
Vassalboro, ME

923-3000
NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR 2010

OPEN FOR THE SEASON
WEEKENDS • WEEKLY • MONTHLY • SEASONAL RATES

24 HOUR SERVICE
YOU CAN DEPEND ON
1-800-890-7196

www.midcoastenergysystems.com

• Air Conditioning
• Plumbing • Sales
• Electrical • Service
• Installation
• Heating

Save the wait, call ahead
589-4438

Take-out available
Corner of Rts. 3 and 220

We give more for less so it’s
worth the drive!

Serving…
■ FRESH SEAFOOD
■ HAND CUT STEAKS
■ CHICKEN

with friendly service in a clean
family dining atmosphere.

11 AM TO 8 PM TUES — SAT
CLOSED MON

10 years

THURSDAYS
Tex-Mex Night

BEER AND WINE

Sales - Service - Storage -Rentals

Fishing Boat Rentals
PONTOON BOAT RENTALS

Driving Range • Disc Golf
Batting Cage

Baseballs and Softballs

Rt. 9, Hospital St., 1 1/2 miles from
Old Cony High School

Mon–Thurs 10:30-2:30 • Fri–Sat 10:30-8
Sun 11:30 -7:30

623-0859 GOLF & BATTING
CAGES 9 TO SUNSET

113 Main Street,
Waterville ME
Forappointments:

873-1344

MacKENZIE
LANDSCAPING INC.
LANDSCAPE SUPPLY CENTER

Granite • Pavers • Wall Blocks • Stone • Bark Mulch
Loam • Compost • Trees • Shrubs • Gravel

Pool Sand • Grass Seed

873-1621
See us for all your landscaping needs! Homeowners Welcome.

m a c k e n z i e l a n d s c a p i n g . c o m
Augusta Road, Winslow

STRIPERS
KENNEBEC RIVER

FISHING TRIPS
3 TRIPS PER DAY

Capt. Rowe • 1-800-472-2036

WW&F RAILWAY
MUSEUM

Rides Saturdays and Sundays
Trains leave on the hour from 10am-4pm

COME WATCH OR HELP US
RESTORE THIS HISTORIC

NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD

Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington
Railway Museum

97 Cross Road, Alna – Just off
Route 218 • 4.5 miles no. Rt. 218

from Wiscasset Post Office.
Left at Cross Rd. in Alna.

2 0 7 . 8 8 2 . 4 1 9 3 •  w w w. w w f . o r g

Webber Pond Road
Vassalboro, Maine
04989 • 622-3561

Championship Golf, Full Pro Shop,
Driving Range, and Modern
Clubhouse. Groups Welcome

GOLF COURSE

Maine’s Only 36
Hole Golf Course

All
New

Tuesday Night

$15, $20, $25 Packages
Doors Open 4:30 pm
Games Time 6:30 pm
Catered by Sandy Point Catering

American Legion
Post 205

Crystal Falls 
Chelsea, ME

All New
Format

$1,400 Payout
Winner Take All

BATTING CAGES
NOW OPEN

Receive one free round of balls
in the batting cages with this ad

Doughboys • Go Karts
Mini Golf • ICE CREAM

453-2001 • Neck Rd., Rt. 139, Benton

Fun
for
the

Whole
Family

OAKLAND
HOUSE OF PIZZA
16 Water St., Oakland, ME

465-2729
Luncheon Specials

Available Weekdays • 10 am - 2 pm

Open Daily
10 am

to 10 pm
Extended

hours
Fri & Sat

Enjoy Great Pond at its Best “From the Water”

Rt. 27 Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918 • 207-495-2213
www.greatpondmarina.com

SUMMERTIME IN MAINE

Karla 465-0959
13 Church St., Oakland
Tues-Wed-Thurs-Fri 10-5

Sat 10-4
DOWN STAIRS

A quality kids consignment
shop & baby boutique

Kristin 692-3598
“Buying & Selling Daily”

RETAIL • WHOLESALE • RETAIL • WHOLESALE • RETAIL • WHOLESALE

Ballard Meats & Seafood
622-9764 • 1-800-564-6328 • FAX 621-0242

Summer hours:Tuesday – Saturday 8-5 ■ Sunday 8-12
For Lobsters & Clams

55 Myrtle Street, Manchester ME

Augusta • 626-3488 www.kvymca.org Manchester  • 622-9622

GOTCAMP?REGISTER NOW

for your child to enjoy

a summer to remember at

Camp KV inReadfield!

THE
RED BARN
455 Riverside Dr., Augusta
Inside & Outside Dining

623-9485
www.redbarnme.com

FRESH
FRESH
FRESH
Crab rolls and
Lobster

rolls

To advertise in this
section of the Town Line contact

445-2234

HIS
Outlet Store

18 Lithgow St.,
in Winslow

(near Bee’s Diner)
10 - 6 Mon Fri & 10 - 3 Sat

692-2128
3 Trailor Loads - High Quality Giftware

almost everything is

50 to 70 % off
BIG BARGAINS

*Unfinished Furniture
*Antiques & Collectibles
*Maine Cedar Adirondack

Furniture
• Art supplies to croc’s

to everything else
• Occasional Greeting Cards 4/.88¢

This is a major Fund Raiser for the
Northeast Dream Center and the profits

will support some of the basic needs
of the people of our region.

15 Fowler St., Augusta, ME (behind Rt. 201, Banger St. MacDonald’s)
…primitives, jewelry, books, rug hooking, cards, quilting, linens, embroidery, purses,

penny rugs, baby items, knitting, dolls, kitchenware, scarves and more…

660-8224 • THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY - 10 to 5
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GIFTS
COLLECTIBLES CRAFTS 

HOME
GOODS

HODGEPODGE

Quiet, Waterfront, Family
CAMPING

1248 Cross Hill Rd., 
Vassalboro, ME

923-3000

RESERVE NOW • SITES FILLING UP FAST
Visit the store’s gift shop for your

Happy Beads needs

WEEKENDS • WEEKLY • MONTHLY • SEASONAL RATES


