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Pages in Time
Individual Supporters:

Lyn & Joe Rowden, Fairfield • Mr. Paul Armstrong of Palermo

With your name listed as a “Pages in Time” supporter you can be a visible sponsor of your community’s history. A $10 tax exempt, charitable donation
to our non-profit newspaper will list your name and town on this page. Businesses, please call Marlene at 445-2234 or 692-3040 to place your display ad.

Seeking histories on
American Legion and VFW posts

by Lyn Rowden
In our special feature, “Pages in Time,” we focus each week on an aspect of local

history. I am looking for brief histories of the various American and VFW Posts in our
area, which I would like to feature in May. 

A small piece of about 250 words would be wonderful. No worries about “perfect”
writing and editing, we will take care of that for you. An old photo, if available may
be sent in jpeg format or mailed or brought in to the paper for scanning. You will get
your photo back as long as you include your address.

Please send me your information along with a reliable method of contacting you,
by email to townline@fairpoint.net or mail to P. O. Box 89 Jonesbrook Crossing,
South China, ME 04358. 

For more information please call me at  445-2234, Monday or Tuesday, between
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Locally Owned & Operated/
Customer Satisfaction since 1973

“If it’s Trash, We Do It!”
Call 24 Hours a Day
1-800-549-8257

www.centralmainedisposal.com

FAIRFIELD ANTIQUES MALL
#382

Fairfield, ME 04937
2.5 Miles North of I-95,

Skowhegan Road

207-453-4100
The largest antiques

mall in Maine
8:30 am to 5 pm

Seven days a week
Owners Wayne & Brenda Gamage

WEB: fairfieldantiquesmall.com

KENNEBEC
SAVINGS BANK
Your community bank since 1870

150 State Street, Augusta
622-5801

226 Main Street, Waterville • 872-5563
84 Main Street, Winthrop • 377-5801
35 Bridge Street, Gardiner • 588-5801

Member FDIC

LLiinneenn  WWoorrlldd
CCoonnssuullttaanntt
Linda Paradis

Book your show today and be on
your way to having beautiful

merchandise Free!

1188  MMaappllee  SStt..,,  FFaaiirrffiieelldd,,  MMee  0044993377

207-453-9805
www.linenworld.com/lindaparadis

COMPLETE
WEATHERIZATION

SERVICES
Fully

Insured

Specializing in
Blown in Insulation

207-453-9399
202 Quimby Lane,

Winslow Me

F.A.L. GARAGE D
O
O
R
S

SALES ■ SERVICE ■ INSTALLS

■ Residential
■ Commercial

■ 1117 Main St.
■ PO Box 635
■ Clinton, ME 04927

Tel: 426-8695
Fax: 426-9013

“We Take
Pride in
Quality”

The Villager
Restaurant

Serving the Public for Over
a Quarter Century
Make Your Day a
Little Sweeter by

Visiting Our
Fruit & Candy Shop
872-6231

40 W. Concourse, Waterville

Windsor
Veterinary
Clinic

■ Erika Matthies Praul, DVM
■ Darryl S. Praul, DVM

New Patients Welcome
736 Ridge Road, (Rte. 32)

207-445-2373

eat fresh
5 Old Point Avenue
Madison 696-4400
FOOT LONG

SUBS

SOMERSET
AUCTION

~ NEW BUILDING ~
~ COMPLETE AUCTION SERVICE ~

Rt. 201, Fairfield
649-0347

HELD EVERY
MONDAY AT 10 am

Includes: cattle, poultry,
pork, goat, miscellaneous

household items.

CUSTOM WELDING
AND FABRICATION

STAINLESS AND ALUMINUM
Dan Davis

246 Waterville Rd., Skowhegan ME
dndsteel@beeline-online.net 
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by Lucille Greer

There were three "immigrants"
of the Adams surname who came
here and were unrelated: Amos,
who came from Pepperell, then
part of Groton, Massachusetts, in
1787; Philip Adams’ son, of
England, born Samuel, who died
in York in 1692; and James
Adams, from Rochester, New
York. (Hanson's History of the
Old Towns, pub. 1849) 

James Adams was an attorney
who first went to Guilford, then
Exeter. Governor Kent appointed
him clerk of the courts in the
Penobscot office. He held that
office until Gov. Kent retired, then
moved here to form a co-partner-
ship with the noted Judge
Tenney. In 1846 he represented
Norridgewock and Madison in
the State Legislature. He was
selected by Whigs of this county
as a delegate to the National
Whig Convention and was a
member of the body in
Philadelphia that nominated Gen.
Taylor for President. He won. 

(The Whig Party, 1833 to 1856,
was a political party during the
era of Jacksonian democracy,
formed in opposition to the poli-
cies of President Andrew
Jackson. The name recalls the
American Whigs of 1776, who
fought for independence, and
was a widely recognized label for
people who saw themselves as
opposing autocratic rule.) 

James Adams died here in
1848, and, having held the high-

est office in the Society of Odd
Fellows, they attended his funer-
al in a body. As far as we know,
he left no children.

Philip Adams and his family
lived in the York, Maine area.
There, his son, Thomas, had a
block house (or garrison house)
which were in the larger and
most substantial private resi-
dences. His was one of the
largest. When the Indians would
advance toward York, an alarm
would be sounded by the dis-
charge of three guns in succes-
sion fired at stated intervals.
Hearing this, the people would
rush for protection toward the
block houses which could
accommodate six families, eight
men, one soldier, a total of 42
persons. A marker is at the loca-
tion of Philip Adams house. His
gggg-granddaughter, Evelyn
Adams McElrath has, in the past,
visited that and the Adams ceme-
tery there every summer. 
Further research will determine if
it was Albion Adams, her grand-
father, who first came to
Norridgewock, or his son. But it
was Amos who came here from
Groton along with several other
families: the Longleys,
Spaldings, Goulds, Nuttings,
Sawtells, Warrens, Wetherells,
etc. 

A year before Norridgewock
became a town in 1788, Amos
was one of the 22 signers of the
petition to the court in Boston that
settlers not pay the almost $850
tax bill submitted to them by the

larger town of Winslow. They
said they should be looked upon
with pity as “Miserable Orphans”
for the circumstances under

which they dwelt in “this cold, dis-
tant, uncultivated wilderness.”
There was hardly any cash
money in town as the 79 families
were mostly struggling farmers
who traded by barter. If obliged to
pay the taxes, “Petitionors must
Immediately quit their Habitations

and flee again to the Berron
Wood for Shelter.” They asked to
work out their rates by making
roads themselves and the next

year were allowed to do that, and
establish a church and schools.

Like many early settlers, some
coming as early as 1773, Amos
had managed his Pepperell farm
and served over two years in the
Revolutionary War. Little or no
pay was given these men but
land was made available to them.
Amos settled on the part of the
Beech Hill Road that used to be
an extension of the Tarbell Hill
Road that went from the Ward Hill
Road, through the gulch, past the
Withee Schoolhouse that was at

the corner with the Withee Road,
and met the Beech Hill Road, at
what is now a corner, and all on
the east side of the gulch called
by that name. 

There his son, Amos, built the
house that used to be the home
of the Alan Foxwells, now of
Ronald Currier. He had ten chil-
dren, all of whom apparently
came with him. Also his mother,
the former Jane Darby (Derby)
who died here, in 1811, at the
ripe old age of 105. Another,
“Mrs. Adams,” also died in 1830
but we aren’t sure if it was Amos’
first wife, Sarah Kemp, or his sec-
ond Sarah Hackett whom he
married when he was 74. Even if
the history books had said “wife
of Amos Adams”, or “Sarah
Adams”, it wouldn’t have helped
a bit as both wives were named
“Sarah.” (If anyone has informa-
tion on any of this, please give
me a call at 634-4243 or send me
an e-mail at lugreer90@hot-
mail.com.) 

With all the children gone, and
his wife having died in 1830, that
is the year Amos moved from the
Adams farm to live with his son,
Amos, Jr. on the now Route 148
in Madison, just east of Blackwell
Hill Road and Russell Road. That
wasn’t far from his homestead as
there used to be a road at the
end of the former Withee Road
that connected to Russell Road.
The lines were not definitely
marked at that time and Allen’s
History of Norridgewock, pub-
lished locally in 1849 lists Amos
as having died in Norridgewock.
Amos, Jr. went with his father to
apply for his Revolutionary War
pension in 1882 which was
allowed a year later at $75 a year.
Amos died at age 98 in 1844 and
was buried in the Blackwell
cemetery. 

It was there that the Daughters
of the American Revolution went
on June 26, 2010, a fine day for
an outdoor ceremony,  to place a
marker on his grave.

The Adams families of Norridgewock

Left to right:  SAR Color Guard;  Mary Jane Hensley, Honorary State
Regent from Maryland; Barbara Carpenter, Vice President General,
NSDAR;  Vrege Murray, Maine State Regent, Kathy Palmer, Regent
of Eunice Farnsworth-Ruth Heald Cragin Chapter, Skowhegan in
rear;  Lucille Greer of Norridgewock and member of EF-RHC chap-
ter; and Crystal Kwon, President of CAR placing flowers at the grave. 

Photo by Liz Hotchkiss of Majabigwaduce Chapter in Brooksville, Maine


