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Protecting the bounty of the early summer harvest: Part one

Early summer is one of the
most exciting times of the year in
the garden! All that hard work is
beginning to pay off: The peas
were a sweet delight, the lettuce
crisp and succulent. The radishes
in succession plantings keep
coming up to kiss our palettes
with their pungent bite. The gar-
lic planted last fall has most like-
ly sent up scapes which are ready
to be clipped, trimmed, and
enjoyed in stir fries. And, if we
are blessed enough to have a fruit
patch in our garden, there are
mouthwatering raspberries, lus-
cious strawberries, and plump
cherries ripe for the picking.

That is, of course, if the weeds,
bugs, blights, and birds didn’t get
to our garden treasures before we
did! These rascals of all sorts are
enough to turn our dream garden
into a disappointment. It is so
easy to have high hopes and
noble ambitions early on in the
season, only to have these
squashed like a squash bug feast-
ing on our squash patch. So what
are some logical steps we could
take to fend off the competition?

Keep weeds under control.
This is, admittedly, my greatest
weakness - I thoroughly detest

weeding! The good news is that |
love to use the cultivator and I
like to mulch. It is much easier to
keep weeds at
bay by getting
rid of them
early in the
season, and
definitely
before they set
seed. But bare
ground devoid
of vegetation is
a major cause
of erosion and nutrient loss. So, if

possible, keep thick mulch or

grow a
cover crop
in vulner-
able areas.
These
have an
added |
benefit in
that they
add organ- |
ic matter
to the soil
while sup-

| GARDEN best ways to get
LWORKS  rid of  weeds

by Emily Cates

pressing
weeds and preventing soil com-
paction. Some folks simply let
the grass grow in walking rows
and then mow or string-trim these

Favorite camping story

ed to do the next day.

and nothing to worry about.
We are big fans of camping.

The first camping trip
that lasted a lifetime

by Marcia J. Rogers and family

I remember our first time out camping in the early ‘90s. My
husband, my two girls, ages five and 11, and myself. We went to
Camden State Park. We got a tent site right across from the bath-
rooms. My husband and I slept in one tent, the girls in another.

We brought our blankets and pillows from home. We had
household pots and pans, along with dishes and silverware. We
forgot the can opener and a small cooler for the food. We forgot a
lot of things we needed, but managed to do without. There was no
pool. We took the car up to Mt. Battie to show the girls the castle
or fort, and the beautiful sight. We walked around the camp-
ground everyday. Threw the ball around before it got dark. We sat
around the fire and talked about our day.and even what we want-

Went fishing on the dock at Lincolnville Beach, only 20 min-
utes from the campground. We even walked the breakwater out to
the lighthouse in Rockland. Only a half-hour to Rockland. Did
sight-seeing while we were out. At the end of the camping trip,
the girls expressed how much they loved camping and wanted to
do it again real soon. It brought us closer together as a family.

We slowly started buying camping supplies. Even the girls
bought stuff with their allowance. Our kids still camp today when
they can. We still camp every summer although we are no longer
in a tent. More luxuries and less roughing it. But it brings us such
joy to sit around the campfire and remember the days with the
kids and how it was. It’s a quiet and peaceful place. A beautiful
way to relax and get rid of stress.Not many bugs, spray for them

Tell us your favorite
camping story!

In 350 words or less, share your camping
adventures with our readers.
Mail to The Town Line:
PO Box 89, So. China, ME 04358 or
email: townline @fairpoint.net

It’s camping season!!

rows low. This method is partial-
ly effective, as creeping weeds
have a way of winding their root
systems into parts
of the garden
where they are not
welcome.  The

attack the entire
weed.

Banish  bugs
from the begin-
ning. As with
weeds, bugs may start small and
unnoticed and then burst into a
population
explosion,
delighting
themselves
| with a feast
of seedlings
they did not
sow, and
fruit  they
did not
gTrow.
Mother
Nature in
her wisdom
fortunately ensures these pests
oftentimes are a tasty meal for
beneficial insects and microbes.
It is vital that we keep this bal-
ance in our gardens. Realizing
that we need a food source to
feed the beneficials - whether it is

the host pest, or other foods -
will help. We can assist these
beneficials by planting umbrella-
like flowers, avoiding broad-
spectrum insecticides, and keep-
ing carefully selected un-mown
or high-mown areas as habitat.
Hand picking of pests and their
eggs is an eco-friendly solution,
with gloves for the fainthearted.
Knock or shake big bugs like
Japanese beetles into a pail of
soapy water. If it is absolutely
necessary to spray, please use the
least toxic and most natural sub-
stances possible. Diatomaceous
earth, Hot Pepper Wax, wood
ashes, neem oil, and garlic oil all
come to mind as safer products
worth investigating. MOFGA’s
pest report is a good place to start
for information about garden
pests and diseases reported local-
ly and effective solutions. See the
link online: www.mofga.
org/Publications/Pest
Reports/Pest Reports 2010/tabid/
1610/Default.aspx. One book
that is highly recommended is
Rodale’s The Organic Gardener'’s
Handbook of Natural Insect and
Disease Control.

In our next article we will
explore some ways to deal with
plant diseases and hungry crit-
ters.
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To advetftise in this
section of the Town Line contact 445-2234

RETAIL e WHOLESALE ¢ RETAIL e WHOLESALE » RETAIL e WHOLESALE

Ballard Meats & Seafood
622-9764 * 1-800-564-6328 * rax 621-0242

Summer hours Tuesday - Saturdaa/ 8-5 B Sunday 8-12
For Lobsters & Clams
55 Myrtle Street, Manchester ME

ESHM
Cﬁb rolls and

Lobster
rolls

THE
RED BARN

455 Riverside Dr., Augusta
Inside & Outside Dining

www.redbarnme.com

Give us...

- Your Best Shot

Flipping off the diving board

Tina Richard, of Clinton, took this photo at a pool party on JuIy 4.

Send us Your Best Shot to:
The Town Line, PO Box 89, South China, ME 04358
Or e-mail to townline @fairpoint.net. Please send photo as
a jpeg attachment.

LAUNDROMAT
AND STORAGE

8 am to 9 pm 7 days a week

NA 4
o>

DRY

SHNSRISSPSIN Scif Storage / Available Units
COMMERCIAL - _
: PICK UP & DELIVERY 5x5 SX1 o 1 OX1 5

937 Route 3, South China ® 445-3422

Reserve 2 Nights at reqular rate

Get Jrd Night for only $5
Sunday thru Thursday only

1248 Cross Hill Rd.,
Vassalboro, ME
923-3000

Annual Backya

rd BBQ

tTruth Bapt|st Chﬂrch

Come for:

FUN

FOOD

GAMES

Sat, July 24
11am to 3pm

For more information or for a ride call:
Pastor Josh Lovelace, (207) 592-8802
154 Augusta Rd., Jefferson, ME

MacKenzie

I LANDSCAPE SUPPLY CENTER

Granite * Pavers ¢ Wall Blocks ¢ Stone ¢ Bark Muich
Loam ¢ Compost * Trees * Shrubs ¢ Gravel
Pool Sand ¢ Grass Seed

Annex Route 3 Augusta Road
Vassalboro * 445-5552 Winslow * 873-1621

mackenzielandscaping.com
See us for all your landscaping needs! Homeowners Welcome.

= Camp KV is o state-licensed
day camp located on Maranacook Lake
in Readfield. We offer six sessions
from June to August. Children will
enjoy activities like swimming,

= kayaking, field games and arts &

B8 (rafts. Please call or stop in for o

b camp brochure or visit our website

at kvymca.org.

Manchester ¢ 622-9622

Augusta * 626-3488

www.kvymca.org

Hodgepodge

—Collectibles * Home Goods —

15 Fowler St., Augusta, ME
(behind Rt. 201, Bangor St. MacDonald'’s)

660-8224

...primitives, jewelry, books, rug hooking,
cards, quilting, linens, embroidery, purses,
penny rugs, baby items, knitting, dolls,
kitchenware, scarves and more. ..

OAKLAND

HOUSE OF PIZZA
16 Water St., Oakland, ME

465-2729

Luncheon Specials
Available Weekdays*10 am -2 pm

Open Daily

10 am
to 10 pm

Extended
hours
Fri & Sat

WW&F RAILWAY
MUSEUM

Rides Saturdays and Sundays
Trains leave on the hour from 10am-4pm
COME WATCH OR HELP US
RESTORE THIS HISTORIC
NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD
Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington
Railway Museum
97 Cross Road, Alna - Just off
Route 218 ¢ 4.5 miles no. Rt. 218

from Wiscasset Post Office.
Left at Cross Rd. in Alna.

207.882.4193 » www.wwf.org

. Corner [
Restaurant

Sesfood gt it's B@st

P 10 Veﬂfs‘

. LIBERTY, MAINE . "

l-.-.-.-.-.---.-.- - Em m . -.--
Serving. ..
B FRESH SEAFOOD
B HAND CUT STEAKS
B CHICKEN

with friendly service in a clean
family dining utmosphere

THURSDAYS |
Tex-Mex Night

Save the wait, call ahead

589-4438
Take-out available
Corner of Rts. 3 and 220
We give more for less so it’s
worth the drive!

11 AM TO 8 PM TUES — SAT
CLOSED MON

KOzYy COTTAGE

ANTIQUES, GIFTS, & FURNITURE

Karla 465-0959

13 Church St., Oakland

Tues-Wed-Thurs-Fri 10-5

Sat 10-4
DOWN STAIRS ‘|
A quality kids consignment o=

shop & baby boutique

Kristin 692-3598
“Buying & Selling Daily” Little

Ones

WV STEL4

(Driving Range « Disc Golﬂ

Batting Cage

Rt. 9, Hospital St., 1 1/2 miles
Old Cony High School

Baseballs and Softballs

from

Mon-Thurs 10:30-2:30 * Fri-Sat 10:30-8

Sun 11:30 -7:30

623-0859 caces 570 SUNSET

UA

EAD Ul\

EAD
& “Taunnintdy
Waterville ME

873-1344

113 Main Street,

24 HOUR SERVICE

YOU CAN DEPEND

ON

1-800-890-7196

¢ Air Conditionin

¢ Plumbin
¢ FElectrica
* Installation
* Heating

* Sales
o Serv1ce

BATTING CAGES
NOW OPEN

Receive one free round of balls
in the batting cages with this ad
Doughboys ® 6o Karts

Minc Golf ® |CE CREAM
453-2001 * Neck Rd., Rt. 139, Benton

Why the v,
It’s about what’s

inside..

! 1
: :
: :
! 1
! 1
| What's inside you! !
\ AY membership is a great opportunity to 1
1 make progress in your own way and move |
v your life upwards and onwards. Experience
H the KV YMCA difference. Cut and clip this 1
v ad and bring it to either location for a free |
\ day pass. You DO belong at the Y! !
1 KENNEBEC VALLEY YMCA !
1 We build strong kids, strong families and strong communities :
1 31 Union St., Augusta 1
: 626-3488 !
1 40 Granite Hill Rd., Manchester I
, 622-96222 !
! 1

STRIPERS -

NNEB
= II l‘ RIF
¥ 3 Trips PER DAy =8«

Capt. Rowe » 1-800-472-2036

Championship Golf, Full Pro Shop,
Driving Range, and Modern
Clubhouse. Groups Welcome

e

GOLF COURSE

Maine’s Only 36
Hole Golf Course
Webber Pond Road

Vassalboro, Maine
04989 * 622-3561

~ MARINA

INCORPORATED
Sales - Service - Storage -Rentals
Fishing Boat Rentals
PONTOON BOAT
RENTALS
Enjoy Great Pond at its Best
“From the Water”
Rt. 27 Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918

207-495-2213
www.greatpondmarina.com

American Legion

%EDost 204

Ny Night

Q Crystal Falls

s 7% Chelsea, ME

- All New
- Format

$|,400 Payout
Winner Take All

$15, $20, $25 Packages
Doors Open 4:30 pm
Games Time 6:30 pm
Catered by Sandy Point Catering

CANOES ><_ KAYAKS

Belgrade Canoes
and Kayaks
Rt. 27, Belgrade, ME
Call anytime

207-495-2005

hundreds g
to choose

from

WWW. kayakandcanoe com

Boat Rentals
- AT WiLLow BEACH -
ON CHINA LAKE
2, 4 0n 8 Hous RenTas |

° SMALL MOTORBOATS
® SAILBOATS
o CANOES

968-2421

Magic Falls

Rafting Co.

West Forks, Maine

FUN
SAFETY - CONSCIOUS
VALUE PRICED
Rafting Trips on %y
the Kennebec . .
River ~
1-800-207-7238 "

WWW. maglcfalls com

0 0 0

HIS
Outlet Store
18 Lithgow St., Winslow

(near Bee’s Diner)
10 - 6 Mon Fri & 10 - 3 Sat
692-2128
Just Received Truckload
® Webkinz® Animals and
assorted outfits
® Yankee Candles
® Mens & Women’s Crocs,
Flip Flops
¢ Candy for your sweet tootht
Godiva - Lindt & More

50 to 70 % Off
BIG BARGAINS
*Unfinished Furniture
*Antiques & Collectibles
*Maine Cedar Adirondack Chairs

* Art supplies to croc’s
to everything else
* Occasional Greeting Cards 4/.88¢




