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Last time we discussed ways to
help keep the weeds and bugs
under control in the garden. Now
what to do if our hard work is
threatened by plant diseases or
hungry animals? 

Be vigilant and act quickly
when a serious and contagious
plant disease is first spotted. It
might seem like overkill, but
many times the best thing to do in
this case is to pull up and destroy
all affected plant material. Do not
plant the affected type of plant or
anything related to it in the same
spot for a few years. Or if it is a
problem that can be resolved by
spraying, I’ll stress the impor-
tance of using the least toxic
solutions possible, and careful
observance of their directions for
use. It is worth noting that not all
diseases of plants are contagious,
and not all that are will spread
quickly. In fact, nutrition defi-
ciencies may make a plant look
diseased, and they will weaken a
plant’s ability to fight off
pathogens. So the best remedy to
disease is prevention. A plant that
has all the moisture and nutrients
it needs in the correct balance
will be healthier than a plant that
is starving and stressed. A soil
test is oftentimes helpful in deter-
mining if the soil is abundant in,
or in need of, nutrition. 

Keep pest animals out of the
garden. The hands-down, number
one best way to do this, is to build
a decent fence. Good garden
fences make good neighbors,
especially if the neighbors are
livestock and wildlife. Yes, it
may cost more and take a bit of
effort, but a well-built fence will
pay for itself eventually. Just
think of all the thwarted raids
from delinquent deer and rene-
gade raccoons! I once saw an
article in a homesteading maga-
zine where a family built a
“screen house” of chicken wire
over their whole garden. It was
quite the superstructure, com-
pletely fenced in even up top; but
those folks never lost a single bite
of their garden from critters
winged, legged, or otherwise. If
there are problems with digging
animals, then a two feet section

of chicken wire or hardware cloth
can also be buried and cemented
into the ground surrounding the
garden. Now that’s what I call the
royal treatment! Who says you

can’t live in a bubble? As long as
the garden is inside… 

Many folks have had success
with electric fences, though I
have found that it works only for
deer - unless it’s the electro-plas-
tic netting type. This fencing is
movable, can be solar-powered,

and will keep a grizzly bear out
of the garden! Orchard netting is
good to keep birds out of the
orchard and berry patch, and can
have success in the garden as
well. Trapping the culprits is
another option - just hope you
don’t get an angry skunk. Dogs
are oftentimes the garden’s best
friend when it comes to keeping
out critters, as long as they know
not to leave their droppings
behind. 

Anyhow, if a fence or dogs are
not feasible, there are a few prod-
ucts on the market that act as ani-
mal repellents. Hot pepper wax is
used to keep away animals as
well as insects. Coyote urine may
deter deer, and so might man’s
urine. Bars of soap hung in
pantyhose on a tree limb, could
be the more pleasant smelling
option; the more perfumed the

more effective. Ivory and Irish
Spring seem to be unpopular with
deer. Replace the bar regularly or
the smell will wear out. 

If you’re lucky enough to have
a garden this year, but unlucky
enough to have problems with it,
I hope these suggestions prove
helpful. Happy harvesting!

Protecting the bounty of the early summer harvest: Part two
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GARDEN
WORKS

Deer and raccoons are two of the
most common garden pests.        
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24 HOUR SERVICE
YOU CAN DEPEND ON
1-800-890-7196

www.midcoastenergysystems.com

• Air Conditioning
• Plumbing • Sales
• Electrical • Service
• Installation
• Heating

It’s about what’s
inside…

What’s inside you!
A Y membership is a great opportunity to
make progress in your own way and move
your life upwards and onwards. Experience
the KV YMCA difference. Cut and clip this
ad and bring it to either location for a free
day pass. You DO belong at the Y!

KENNEBEC VALLEY YMCA
We build strong kids, strong families and strong communities

31 Union St., Augusta
626-3488

40 Granite Hill Rd., Manchester
622-96222

www.kvymca.org

Why the ?

Belgrade Canoes
and Kayaks

Rt. 27, Belgrade, ME
Call anytime

207-495-2005 

SALES
RENTALS
CANOES
KAYAKS

www.kayakandcanoe .com

hundreds
to choose

from

Self Storage / Available Units
5x5 – 5x10 – 10x15

LAUNDROMAT
AND STORAGE
8 am to 9 pm 7 days a week
SERVICES

■ WASH-DRY-FOLD
■ COMMERCIAL
■ PICK UP & DELIVERY

937 Route 3, South China • 445-3422

Boat Rentals
AT WILLOW BEACH

ON CHINA LAKE
2, 4 OR 8 HOUR RENTALS
• SMALL MOTORBOATS
• SAILBOATS
• CANOES
• KAYAKS

968-2421

Save the wait, call ahead
589-4438

Take-out available
Corner of Rts. 3 and 220

We give more for less so it’s
worth the drive!

Serving…
■ FRESH SEAFOOD
■ HAND CUT STEAKS
■ CHICKEN

with friendly service in a clean
family dining atmosphere.

11 AM TO 8 PM TUES — SAT
CLOSED MON

10 years

THURSDAYS
Tex-Mex Night

BEER AND WINE

Driving Range • Disc Golf
Batting Cage

Baseballs and Softballs

Rt. 9, Hospital St., 1 1/2 miles from
Old Cony High School

Mon–Thurs 10:30-2:30 • Fri–Sat 10:30-8
Sun 11:30 -7:30

623-0859 GOLF & BATTING
CAGES 9 TO SUNSET

113 Main Street,
Waterville ME
Forappointments:

873-1344

STRIPERS
KENNEBEC RIVER

FISHING TRIPS
3 TRIPS PER DAY

Capt. Rowe • 1-800-472-2036

WW&F RAILWAY
MUSEUM

Rides Saturdays and Sundays
Trains leave on the hour from 10am-4pm

COME WATCH OR HELP US
RESTORE THIS HISTORIC

NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD

Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington
Railway Museum

97 Cross Road, Alna – Just off
Route 218 • 4.5 miles no. Rt. 218

from Wiscasset Post Office.
Left at Cross Rd. in Alna.
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Webber Pond Road
Vassalboro, Maine
04989 • 622-3561

Championship Golf, Full Pro Shop,
Driving Range, and Modern
Clubhouse. Groups Welcome

GOLF COURSE

Maine’s Only 36
Hole Golf Course

All
New

Tuesday Night

$15, $20, $25 Packages
Doors Open 4:30 pm
Games Time 6:30 pm
Catered by Sandy Point Catering

American Legion
Post 205

Crystal Falls 
Chelsea, ME

All New
Format

$1,400 Payout
Winner Take All

BATTING CAGES
NOW OPEN

Receive one free round of balls
in the batting cages with this ad

Doughboys • Go Karts
Mini Golf • ICE CREAM

453-2001 • Neck Rd., Rt. 139, Benton

Fun
for
the

Whole
Family

OAKLAND
HOUSE OF PIZZA
16 Water St., Oakland, ME

465-2729
Luncheon Specials

Available Weekdays • 10 am - 2 pm

Open Daily
10 am

to 10 pm
Extended

hours
Fri & Sat

Karla 465-0959
13 Church St., Oakland
Tues-Wed-Thurs-Fri 10-5

Sat 10-4
DOWN STAIRS

A quality kids consignment
shop & baby boutique

Kristin 692-3598
“Buying & Selling Daily”

RETAIL • WHOLESALE • RETAIL • WHOLESALE • RETAIL • WHOLESALE

Ballard Meats & Seafood
622-9764 • 1-800-564-6328 • FAX 621-0242

Summer hours:Tuesday – Saturday 8-5 ■ Sunday 8-12
For Lobsters & Clams

55 Myrtle Street, Manchester ME

Augusta • 626-3488 www.kvymca.org Manchester  • 622-9622

GOTCAMP?REGISTER NOW

for your child to enjoy

a summer to remember at

Camp KV inReadfield!

THE
RED BARN
455 Riverside Dr., Augusta
Inside & Outside Dining

623-9485
www.redbarnme.com

FRESH
FRESH
FRESH
Crab rolls and
Lobster

rolls

To advertise in this
section of the Town Line contact 445-2234

Sales - Service - Storage -Rentals
Fishing Boat Rentals
PONTOON BOAT

RENTALS
Enjoy Great Pond at its Best

“From the Water”
Rt. 27 Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918

207-495-2213
www.greatpondmarina.com

HodgepodgeHodgepodge
Gifts • Crafts

Collectibles • Home Goods
15 Fowler St., Augusta, ME

(behind Rt. 201, Bangor St. MacDonald’s)

660-8224
…primitives, jewelry, books, rug hooking,
cards, quilting, linens, embroidery, purses,

penny rugs, baby items, knitting, dolls,
kitchenware, scarves and more…

Thurs, Fri, Sat - 10 to 5

NEW STORE

HIS
Outlet Store

18 Lithgow St., Winslow
(near Bee’s Diner)

10 - 6 Mon Fri & 10 - 3 Sat
692-2128

Just Received Truckload
• Webkinz® Animals and

assorted outfits
• Yankee Candles

• Mens & Women’s Crocs,
Flip Flops

• Candy for your sweet tooth-
Godiva - Lindt & More
50 to 70 % off

BIG BARGAINS
*Unfinished Furniture

*Antiques & Collectibles
*Maine Cedar Adirondack Chairs

• Art supplies to croc’s
to everything else

• Occasional Greeting Cards 4/.88¢

1248 Cross Hill Rd., 
Vassalboro, ME

923-3000

3-NIGHT SPECIAL
Reserve 2 Nights at regular rate

Get 3rd Night for only
$5

Sunday thru Thursday only

SUMMERTIME IN MAINE

MacKenzie
LANDSCAPE SUPPLY CENTER

Granite • Pavers • Wall Blocks • Stone • Bark Mulch
Loam • Compost • Trees • Shrubs • Gravel

Pool Sand • Grass Seed

m a c k e n z i e l a n d s c a p i n g . c o m
See us for all your landscaping needs! Homeowners Welcome.

Annex Route 3
Vassalboro • 445-5552

Augusta Road
Winslow • 873-1621
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