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Sugarloaf’s zip line express
ready to go

The zip line has arrived at
Sugarloaf Mountain. My first
e n c o u n t e r
with one was
at Heavenly
Valley ski
resort in Lake
Tahoe a cou-
ple of years
ago. Two rid-
ers seemed to
be flying
overhead to
the sounds of Zzzziiiippppp! It
looked like a really cool thing to
do some day. 

That day came last Thursday,
when I got my first up-close
experience with the new zip line
at Sugarloaf in Carrabassett
Valley.

Not really knowing what to
expect, our group assembled out-
side the base ski shop. Several
pieces of equipment were spread
out on the ground and my
thoughts of military basic train-
ing came rushing to me. Were we
harnessing up for a mountain

climb, a search and rescue or pos-
sibly jump from an airplane?

“Welcome to the zip line,” said
Erik McClure, formerly of
Winslow, and our guide for the
session. McClure is a ‘liftie’ dur-
ing the winter months at the
mountain resort and most recent-
ly worked at the golf course. It
didn’t take him long to love his
new job. 

He gave us the basic instruc-
tions of the equipment. The gear
consists of a nylon full-body,
belt-like harness, two lanyard
straps of different lengths, two
self-locking carabineers, a fully-
adjustable helmet and a ‘trolley.’

The zip lines begin at the top of
the Skidway chairlift where we
were given final instructions
from McClure. 

“We really don’t want to get
‘bunged’ up,” McClure said, as
he explained how the harness
system works. 

I watched McClure flying
through the trees, something like
Tarzan. The runs begin in the
woods and end up on the back-
side of the Competition Center,
with the cable running right over
Gondi Brook. Six zip lines will

be in operation. Business was
brisk for the opening weekend

with about 80 rid-
ers taking their
first runs.

Safety is of
great concern for
operators and
guides like
McClure. The
cables are strung
through a narrow
passage attached

to large trees at either end, strong
enough to carry a 275 pound
rider, the maximum allowed.
Riders climb up on a platform
where their harness and lanyards
are attached to the cable with the
trolley wheels. A second lanyard
is also attached for safety. The
ride is nothing short of a com-
plete adrenaline rush!

Once on the zip line, gravity
takes over, whisking passengers
towards the end of the ride,
where a braking system operated
by another guide gently slows
you as you arrive onto the next

platform. 
The six lines

run in length from
160 to 240 feet.
The cost of riding
the zip line is $39
per person and
takes between one
an one half and
two hours to com-
plete the course.
Tours are sched-
uled to leave at 9
a.m., 11 a.m., 1
p.m. and 3 p.m.,
and are open to 20
spots per group.
Reservations are
r e c o m m e n d e d .
The zip line is
scheduled to be in
operation Fridays
through Sundays
depending on
demand.

Riders must be a minimum
height of three feet and weight at
least 60 pounds. and no more
than 275 pounds. All riders must
wear a helmet, which will be pro-
vided at no additional charge. It’s
best to wear hiking boots or
sneakers. Open toed shoes, san-
dals and bare feet are not permit-
ted.

Riding the zip line requires
being in good physical shape.
There will be some hiking and
climbing when moving from one
zip line to the other. If you have
any medical conditions, you
should consult with your medical
provider before participating in
this activity. All riders are
required to sign a liability waiver.
Riders under the age of 18 will
require a parent or guardian sig-
nature. Weather also plays a fac-
tor in zip line riding and opera-
tions may be suspended due to
inclement conditions. For reser-
vations or additional information
call 1-800 THE LOAF. 

If you’re bike riding, roller
blading, rock climbing or zip line
riding, do so safely and don’t for-
get to wear a helmet.

by Dan Cassidy

INside
the

OUTside

Ziiiiiiiippppp! That’s the sound of the new zip line
ride as Erik McClure rides at Sugarloaf
Mountain.                              Photo by Dan Cassidy

Winners from China and Palermo 
car shows announced

Once again the China
Community Days car show was
well attended, drawing cars from
a wide area. Blue skies and music
provided by DJ Al Music created
the perfect combination for an
ideal day. Literally hundreds of
votes were cast by car enthusiasts
as well as those simply casting a
vote for the car that evoked a spe-
cial memory of the past or dream
of the future. The winners were:

1939 or older: first place, 1922
Buick Model 45, owned by Anne
and Rick Fischer, of China; sec-
ond place, 1933 Rat Rod Roaster,
owned by Richard Peck, of
Union.

1940-1959: first, 1959 Cadillac
owned by Donald and Lisa
Breton, of North Vassalboro; sec-
ond, 1956 Chevy 210 owned by
Wanda and Willis Turner, of
Augusta.

1960-1979: first, 1967 Chevy
Camaro, owned by Shawn
Houghton, of China; second,
1960 Nash Metro, owned by Joe
Murphy, of Augusta.

1980 and newer: first 2004
Ford Thunderbird, owned by
Doug Doyon, of Winslow; sec-
ond, 2005 Ford Mustang, owned
by Gordon Page, of South China.

Trucks 1959 or older: first,
1930 Ford AA, owned by Anne
and Rick Fischer, of China; sec-
ond, 1941 Ford Pickup, owned by
Ron Wallis, of China.

Trucks 1960  and newer: first,
1971 Chevy C-10, owned by Ron
Jones, of Jefferson; second, 1975
Ford F-250, owned by Larry
Brown, of China.

Ray’s Choice award: Ray
Haskell donated and presented

Ray’s Choice award. He stated
the decision was a difficult one,
but as were others, he was influ-
enced by a dream car of his past
and thus chose a well-detailed
1971 Dodge Charger, owned by
Ron Harris, of Oakland, as the
winner.

Submitted by Mary Ann
Constanzer.

During Palermo Days, Tobey’s
Grocery sponsored a car show
with the following winners: 

First place, Shawn Houghton,
China, ‘67 Camaro; second, John
Boynton, of South China, ‘39
Chevy coupe; tied for third,
Daryl Hoague, of China, ‘51
Chevy pickup, and Willis Turner,
of Augusta, ‘56 Chevy; fifth,
Gary Dyer, of Palermo, ‘20
Dodge touring car.

Submitted by Jay Pucci.

~ Fairfield Fun Fest ~
~ Memorial Park ~

~ August 21 ~
~ 10 am to Noon ~

Cash prizes:
★ FIRST
★ SECOND
★ THIRD PLACE

FAIRFIELD’S
GOT TALENT

CONTEST

JOIN THE FUN AND START
OFF THE DAY SHOWING OFF

YOUR TALENT!

Sponsored by American
Legion Ladies Auxiliary

To Pre-register call
Cathy at 238-6031

Law for the Older Person

• Wills & Trusts • Guardianships
• Power of Attorney • Living Wills
• Your Home, Nursing Home & Medicaid

Joann Clark Austin
Counselor & Attorney at law • 207-445-3333 • Fax 207-445-4477

Jonesbrook Crossing Professional Building, Wheel Chair Accessible
By Border Trust Bank, Off Rte. 3 • P.O. Box 150, South China, ME 04358

~ a specialty as part of a general practice ~
Law for the Older Person

Joann Clark Austin

24 HOUR SERVICE
YOU CAN DEPEND ON
1-800-890-7196

www.midcoastenergysystems.com

• Air Conditioning
• Plumbing • Sales
• Electrical • Service
• Installation
• Heating

It’s about what’s
inside…

What’s inside you!
A Y membership is a great opportunity to
make progress in your own way and move
your life upwards and onwards. Experience
the KV YMCA difference. Cut and clip this
ad and bring it to either location for a free
day pass. You DO belong at the Y!

KENNEBEC VALLEY YMCA
We build strong kids, strong families and strong communities

31 Union St., Augusta
626-3488

40 Granite Hill Rd., Manchester
622-96222

www.kvymca.org

Why the ?

Belgrade Canoes
and Kayaks

Rt. 27, Belgrade, ME
Call anytime

207-495-2005 

SALES
RENTALS
CANOES
KAYAKS

www.kayakandcanoe .com

hundreds
to choose

from

Self Storage / Available Units
5x5 – 5x10 – 10x15

LAUNDROMAT
AND STORAGE
8 am to 9 pm 7 days a week
SERVICES

■ WASH-DRY-FOLD
■ COMMERCIAL
■ PICK UP & DELIVERY

937 Route 3, South China • 445-3422

Boat Rentals
AT WILLOW BEACH

ON CHINA LAKE
2, 4 OR 8 HOUR RENTALS
• SMALL MOTORBOATS
• SAILBOATS
• CANOES
• KAYAKS

968-2421

Save the wait, call ahead
589-4438

Take-out available
Corner of Rts. 3 and 220

We give more for less so it’s
worth the drive!

Serving…
■ FRESH SEAFOOD
■ HAND CUT STEAKS
■ CHICKEN

with friendly service in a clean
family dining atmosphere.

11 AM TO 8 PM TUES — SAT
CLOSED MON

10 years

THURSDAYS
Tex-Mex Night

BEER AND WINE

Driving Range • Disc Golf
Batting Cage

Baseballs and Softballs

Rt. 9, Hospital St., 1 1/2 miles from
Old Cony High School

Mon–Thurs 10:30-2:30 • Fri–Sat 10:30-8
Sun 11:30 -7:30

623-0859 GOLF & BATTING
CAGES 9 TO SUNSET

113 Main Street,
Waterville ME
Forappointments:

873-1344

STRIPERS
KENNEBEC RIVER

FISHING TRIPS
3 TRIPS PER DAY

Capt. Rowe • 1-800-472-2036

WW&F RAILWAY
MUSEUM

Rides Saturdays and Sundays
Trains leave on the hour from 10am-4pm

COME WATCH OR HELP US
RESTORE THIS HISTORIC

NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD

Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington
Railway Museum

97 Cross Road, Alna – Just off
Route 218 • 4.5 miles no. Rt. 218

from Wiscasset Post Office.
Left at Cross Rd. in Alna.
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Webber Pond Road
Vassalboro, Maine
04989 • 622-3561

Championship Golf, Full Pro Shop,
Driving Range, and Modern
Clubhouse. Groups Welcome

GOLF COURSE

Maine’s Only 36
Hole Golf Course

All
New

Tuesday Night

$15, $20, $25 Packages
Doors Open 4:30 pm
Games Time 6:30 pm
Catered by Sandy Point Catering

American Legion
Post 205

Crystal Falls 
Chelsea, ME

All New
Format

$1,400 Payout
Winner Take All

OAKLAND
HOUSE OF PIZZA
16 Water St., Oakland, ME

465-2729
Luncheon Specials

Available Weekdays • 10 am - 2 pm

Open Daily
10 am

to 10 pm
Extended

hours
Fri & Sat

Karla 465-0959
13 Church St., Oakland
Tues-Wed-Thurs-Fri 10-5

Sat 10-4
DOWN STAIRS

A quality kids consignment
shop & baby boutique

Kristin 692-3598
“Buying & Selling Daily”

RETAIL • WHOLESALE • RETAIL • WHOLESALE • RETAIL • WHOLESALE

Ballard Meats & Seafood
622-9764 • 1-800-564-6328 • FAX 621-0242

Summer hours:Tuesday – Saturday 8-5 ■ Sunday 8-12
For Lobsters & Clams

55 Myrtle Street, Manchester ME

THE
RED BARN
455 Riverside Dr., Augusta
Inside & Outside Dining

623-9485
www.redbarnme.com

FRESH
FRESH
FRESH
Crab rolls and
Lobster

rolls

To advertise in this
section of the Town Line contact 445-2234

Sales - Service - Storage -Rentals
Fishing Boat Rentals
PONTOON BOAT

RENTALS
Enjoy Great Pond at its Best

“From the Water”
Rt. 27 Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918

207-495-2213
www.greatpondmarina.com

HodgepodgeHodgepodge
Gifts • Crafts

Collectibles • Home Goods
15 Fowler St., Augusta, ME

(behind Rt. 201, Bangor St. MacDonald’s)

660-8224
…primitives, jewelry, books, rug hooking,
cards, quilting, linens, embroidery, purses,

penny rugs, baby items, knitting, dolls,
kitchenware, scarves and more…

Thurs, Fri, Sat - 10 to 5

NEW STORE

HIS
Outlet Store

18 Lithgow St., Winslow
(near Bee’s Diner)

10 - 6 Mon Fri & 10 - 3 Sat
692-2128

Just Received Truckload
• Webkinz® Animals and

assorted outfits
• Yankee Candles

• Mens & Women’s Crocs,
Flip Flops

• Candy for your sweet tooth-
Godiva - Lindt & More
50 to 70 % off

BIG BARGAINS
*Unfinished Furniture

*Antiques & Collectibles
*Maine Cedar Adirondack Chairs

• Art supplies to croc’s
to everything else

• Occasional Greeting Cards 4/.88¢

1248 Cross Hill Rd., 
Vassalboro, ME

923-3000

3-NIGHT SPECIAL
Reserve 2 Nights at regular rate

Get 3rd Night for only
$5

Sunday thru Thursday only

SUMMERTIME IN MAINE

MacKenzie
LANDSCAPE SUPPLY CENTER

Granite • Pavers • Wall Blocks • Stone • Bark Mulch
Loam • Compost • Trees • Shrubs • Gravel

Pool Sand • Grass Seed

m a c k e n z i e l a n d s c a p i n g . c o m
See us for all your landscaping needs! Homeowners Welcome.

Annex Route 3
Vassalboro • 445-5552

Augusta Road
Winslow • 873-1621

Waterville Elks
Banquet and Conference Center

Customized Weddings and Events
Full Service Bar • Anniversaries 

Family Reunions • Retirements • Business Meetings
Funeral Receptions • Trade Shows

SEATING 50 to 410
76 Industrial St., Waterville • 873-4235 • banquet905@wildblue.net

Events
Planning Guide

WEDDINGS ■ BANQUETS
PARTIES

~ Pine Acres Mall ~
895 KMD, Oakland, ME 04963

Plan your winter wedding & events

w w w . v i s i o n s f l o w e r s . c o m
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~ FULL SERVICE FLORIST ~
~ WE DELIVER ~

To be included in this section contact 445-2234

Full Service Jeweler
582-6676

THE VILLAGE
JEWELER

MANY
WEDDING ITEMS

Service persons:
Barry Bolduc and Daniel Lane

221 Water St., Gardiner
Mon-Sat 9-5 and Fri 9-7

On Site Goldsmith

DDoottttiiee’’ss  CCaatteerriinngg&&
DDiinniinngg  SSeerrvviicceess
Specializing in: Receptions ~
~ Parties for all Occasions ~

~ In-home Catering ~
~ Bereavements & More ~

207-873-4616
cell 207-514-6579

56 Clinton Ave., Winslow ME 04901
“Your Personal Chef

with Pizzazz”

CCaarroouusseell  BBrriiddaall
1383 Main Street, Jay, Me

Monday - Friday
10 am to 5 pm

Saturday
9 am - 2 pm

66 44 55 -- 33 0000 33
leluda2@hotmail.com

Lucy LaRoche


