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Fishers making a strong comeback in our forests

A Windsor resident has report-
ed that several of her cats have
gone missing over recent weeks.
She also has sighted “a strange
looking animal” in the area.

My first thought: Fishers.

The fisher, Martes pennanti,
also referred to as fisher cats, is a
medium-sized mammal native to
North America, and closely relat-

until the following spring when
they give birth and the cycle is
renewed.

Females den in hollow trees.
Kits are born blind and helpless
and are partially covered with
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which they begin to switch to a
solid diet. After about four
months, kits become intoleant of
their litter mates and at five
months the mother pushes them
out on their own. After one year,
juveniles will have established
their own range.

In recent years,
spread their range from Vermont

they have

of all fishers trapped in New
Hampshire; cat hairs were found
in only one of over 1,000 stom-
achs. While there is popular
belief for more frequent attacks
on pets, zoologists suggest bob-
cats or coyotes are more likely to
prey upon domestic cats and
chickens. Although, you cannot
rule out fishers.
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habitat have placed them in
uncomfortable proximity to
humans. In recent years, there
have been several reports of fish-

eyes. They start to climb after
eight weeks, and are completely
dependent on mother’s milk for
the first eight to 10 weeks after

suggest that fishers have begun

are extremely rare, but they will
attack if they feel threatened or
cornered. A study done in 1979
examined the stomach contents

suggestion that it might be a fish-

the game-winning home run.
Who was the pitcher for the Red
Sox?

Answer on page 15.
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ers attacking small dogs and cats,
and in at least one case, a small
child.
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Fishers have been trapped
since the 18th century for their
fur. Their pelts were in such
demand that they were driven to
near extinction in the early part of
the 20th century. In the 1920s,
when pelt prices were high, some
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breeding difficult. The popula-
tion has rebounded, but their cur-
rent range is still reduced from its
historic limits.

Males and females are similar
in appearance but the males are
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nursing. Graduates are eligible to sit for either the ANCC or the AANP Family Murse Practitio-
ner Certification Exam. (Post-master’s program: up to 39 credit hours.) Accepting applications
for 2011 admission

most of their time is spent on the
forest floor. They also prefer to
forage where there is a lot of fall-
en dead wood. Fishers are not
fussy eaters. They will feed on
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tary hunters their choice of prey
is limited to their size. Analysis * M.S. IN PASTORAL COUNSELING
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ter of 3-4 kittens in the spring.
They nurse and care for their kits
up until late summer when they
are old enough to set out on their
own. Shortly after giving birth,
females enter estrus and leave
their den to find a mate. The early
stage of development, before for-
mation of the embryo, is delayed

enjoy activities like swimming,
= kayaking, field games and arts &
B8 (rafts. Please call or stop in for o
f camp brochure or visit our website
& of kvymco.org.
Manchester ¢ 622-9622

For more information, please contact Jamie Ballinger, at
(866) 567-5990 or email gradnateschool@busson.edn or
visit onr website at www busson.edn/gradnate. Financial aid
available for qualified students.

* Art supplies to croc’s
to everything else

» Occasional Greeting Cards 4/.88¢
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