14 The Town Line — September 23, 2010

You can learn something
by watching squirrels

It was a little chilly last
Saturday morning, so, after put-
ting on the coffee, I ventured out-
side to build a campfire. The
thermometer on the tree was reg-

cache.

It is one of very few mammals
that can descend a tree head-first.
It does this by turning its feet so
that the claws of its hindpaws are
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While snug-
gling close to
the fire, my
wife and I enjoyed the serene
quiet of our surroundings. You
could hear the birds in the woods,
but nothing else was stirring the
air.

We could hear noises from not
far away, like something falling
from the trees. We scoured the
area and finally located the
source. Acorns were falling like
rain from the trees. There must be
a squirrel around.

Sure enough, there it was, high
in an oak tree, stripping it of its
acorns, and dropping them to the
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ground, gathering food that it will
need to make it through the win-
ter. Next, it made its way from
tree to tree, like a traveler con-
necting with different roads to
reach his destination. Once on the
ground, the shuttles to-and-from
its den were underway.

Eastern gray squirrels eat a
range of foods, such as tree bark,
many types of seeds and acorns,
walnuts, and other nuts, and some
types of fungi found in the
forests. On very rare occasions,
when its usual food source is
scarce, gray squirrels will also
prey on insects, frogs, small
rodents, including other squirrels,
and small birds, their eggs and
young. They will also, some-
times, eat bones.

As much as we despise the
presence of these little pests dur-
ing the summer months when
they ingeniously figure out ways
to get into our “squirrel proof”
bird feeders, they are enjoyable
to watch when they go about their
annual ritual of food gathering.
And, if you own a dog, you know
how they can drive your Fido
crazy, merely by their presence
nearby.

As a matter of fact, squirrels
are hoarders. It hoards food in
numerous small caches for later
recovery. Some caches are quite
temporary, especially those made
near the site of a sudden abun-
dance of food which can be
retrieved within hours or days for
re-burial in a more secure site.
Others are more permanent and
are not retrieved until months
later. It has been estimated that
each squirrel makes several thou-
sand caches each season. The
squirrels have very accurate
memories for the locations of
these caches, and use distant and
nearby landmarks to retrieve
them. Smell is used once the
squirrel is within a few feet of the

by Roland D. Hallee

more active dur-
ing the early and
late hours of the
day, and tend to
avoid the heat in the middle of a
summer day. They do not hiber-
nate.

Predators of the gray squirrels
are humans, hawks, skunks, rac-
coons, domestic and feral cats,
snakes, owls and dogs. On occa-
sion, a squirrel may lose part of
its tail while escaping a predator.

Gray squirrels, as the name
suggests, are predominantly gray,
but it can have a reddish color.
Black squirrels can be found in
large parts of southeastern
Canada. There are also genetic
variations within these, including
those with black tails and black
colored squirrels with white tails.

The genus of the squirrels,
Sciurus, is derived from two
Greek words: skia, meaning
shadow, and oura, meaning tail.
This name alludes to the squirrel
sitting in the “shadow of its tail.”

Gray squirrels have a high tol-
erarnce for humans to inhabit res-
idential neighborhoods and will
raid bird feeders for millet, corn
and sunflower seeds.

As annoying as they can be, the
eastern gray squirrel is interesting
to watch, and may be a mentor to
us as to its work ethic, always
looking ahead to the coming win-
ter months.

About the NFL

How to figure the NFL!? In
week one, the Patriots beat the
Bengals, the Ravens beat the Jets.
In week two, the Jets beat the
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Pigskin action in the youth leagues
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defenders in the same game.
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Above, Waterville’s Jack Thompson (1) works to keep possession
of the football as a host of Winslow players converge. Right,

Justin Laflamme, of Winslow, has his eyes set on oncoming

Displaying
their hardware

Right, Huard’s Sport Karate team
members Devin Pickett, left, and
Dylan Gagne, both of Sidney,
pose with their trophies after
competing at the Pine Tree State
Karate =~ Championships in

Freeport, on September 11.
Photo by Todd Gagne/Central Maine
Photography

Patriots, and the Bengals beat the
Ravens. So, let’s look at it this
way: During the first two weeks
of the season, the Patriots lost to
the team (the Jets), that lost to the
team (the Ravens), that lost to the
team (the Bengals) that the
Patriots routed (the Bengals, 38-
24) in week one. Go figure!
Roland’s trivia question of the
week:

On the current Red Sox, J. D.
Drew is tied for third in home
runs with 19. Who is the other
player.

Answer on page 15.

Kevin Youkilis, who hasn’t
played since August 6. (David
Ortiz and Adrian Beltre are the
top two.)
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Time is Running Out!

2010-2011 Heating Season
Limited Price Cap Budget
& Pre-Buy Gallons Remain

Call 872-2714 Today!

DON’T WAIT UNTIL NEXT SPRING!
Schedule boat top, cover
and seat repair work
" for the OFF SEASON.
Some items can be left

with us all winter for
SPRING DELIVERY!
Call Now for more information

Repairs and Alterations Welcome }

ATTENTION BOAT OWNERS

Tops, Covers and Interiors For Boats

WaATERVILLE AutOo ToP

WEe ARE AN UPHOLSTERY AND CANvVAS SERVICE
1.5 Miles West Exit 127, 1-95, KMD, Oakland —
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The Spicer family
invites you to visit our new full service
decorating center at the turnpike mall in Augusta.
é We feature carpeting, hardwood, tile, laminate,
vinyl, paint and wallpaper.
‘U Bring THIS AD in for a
chance to WIN dinner for two

at the Texas Roadhouse

& HOME DECORATOR CENTER

207-512-8650 m fax 207-512-8653

20 Whitten Road, Augusta Maine 04330
Turnpike Mall (across from Texas Roadhouse)

Benjamin Moore Paints® B Mohawk® Floorscape




